The river Colne washes the southern and eastern skirts of the town, and flows northward to the Calder ; it has suffered greatly from the intrusion of coal-pit water from the neighbourhood of Honley and other places, and is now loaded with sulphate of iron and other impurities. The proximity of a river should be conducive to the health and well being of a town's population, affording the opportunity for bathing, swimming, boating, and other pastimes of a pleasurable and salutary character, besides affording facilities for proper drainage. 
